The progress of dentistry for the last twenty years, has indeed been prodigious, and American dentistry now stands foremost in the world.
The causes of this progress must be sought, first in the melancholy fact that the teeth of Americans are subject to decay to an almost incredible extent. We all know that a perfect set of teeth is now a curiosity. That scarcely a lady out of her teens can be met with whose mouth is not made up of plugs and porcelain, that the dentist's bill is larger than the grocer's, and that tooth-ache, under our free institutions is so universally tormenting, as fully to countervail the advantage of trial by jury?we know these things, and inasmuch as demand regulates supply and stimulates exertion, there is no difficulty in accounting for the improvement in an art so much in use as dentistry.
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